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Uncertainty:

No up-to-date systematic reviews exist
OR

Up-to-date systematic reviews show that 
uncertainty exists
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Harvesting Uncertainties

• Sources of uncertainties: low hanging fruit!
• Specialist Collections Annual Evidence Updates (AEUs)
• Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR)
• BMJ Clinical Evidence
• Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (DARE)
• Health Technology Assessments (HTAs)
• National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence 

Guidance (NICE)
• Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN)
• Royal College guidance



• Surveys of patients, carers and clinicians

– Not so low hanging!

Harvesting Uncertainties





Harvesting Patient, Carer and 
Clinician uncertainties

– Three Priority Setting Partnerships (PSPs) 
have thus far undertaken this:

– Asthma
– Urinary Incontinence
– Schizophrenia

» Epilepsy have surveyed and are at the stage of 
collation and data entry



Problems encountered
• Greater need for resources to:

– undertake surveys
– collate uncertainties
– check uncertainties for being ‘true’
– data entry – may require re-phrasing, if needs 

re-phrasing, developing a taxonomy if done 
by more than one person

– data entry requires Information Specialist 
searching and critical appraisal skills



Our experiences of adding DUETs
Start with the ‘low hanging fruit’

Use of data collection form (mirrors fields in database)

Spread the word 
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DUETs

http://www.library.nhs.uk/DUETs/
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