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BIOGRAPHY

Janet Darbyshire joined the Medical Research Council in 1974 to co-ordinate clinical
trials and epidemiological studies in tuberculosis in the UK and in Africa.
Subsequently she developed the MRC’s programme of clinical trials in HIV infection
and in 1998 established the MRC Clinical Trials Unit. She directs the Unit's
programme of trials in cancer and HIV infection and other disease areas. She s a
member of many Trial Steering Committees, Data and Safety Monitoring
Committees, and has worked closely with community support groups in HIV
infection and in cancer. Since February 2005, she has been the Joint Director of the
UK Clinical Research Network with Professor Peter Selby.

ABSTRACT

The UKCRN aims to provide a world class infrastructure to support clinical research,
funded by commercial and non-commercial organisations. The original six Topic-
specific Clinical Research Networks (TCRNs) in cancer, diabetes, stroke, medicines
for children, mental health and dementia and other neurodegenerative disease and
the primary care research network (PCRN) were also tasked with the development
of high quality research portfolios. The Comprehensive Research Network (CRN) is
now being set up to support clinical research in all other areas of health care but
does not have a remit for portfolio development. However, UKCRN will work with
clinical and academic communities, patients and the public and funders to facilitate
portfolio development and oversight in other areas.

The approach to the research portfolio differs between TCRNs and PCRN but all
Networks are committed to involving patients and the public (PPI) at all stages of
the research process. The longest established network in cancer has two consumer
members on all the Clinical Studies Groups, which are responsible for portfolio
oversight and development, and a Consumer Liaison Group which brings them
together. UKCRN has a team which oversees PPI activities across all the TCRNs,
PCRN and CRN.
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