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ABSTRACT

Improving civic engagement in society is a challenge facing policy-makers across government,
and health and medical research is no different. Such research is fundamental to ongoing
improvements in health and well-being - a key marker of a modern society. Yet the way it is
currently designed and managed does not always reflect the way that society is changing
around it. Not least the many opportunities that might accrue through enabling greater
participation and involvement by patients and the public.

Ensuring access and providing opportunities to people to become involved will require a culture
change in research. Not everyone will grasp that opportunity. But for others 'research
citizenship' will be as important as casting their vote in an election.

This presentation will examine the current seascape that is patient and public involvement and
where it might land. The waters in between are certainly uncharted but need not be stormy. And
they are certainly worth navigating if science is to avoid being cast adrift in the doldrums by
those who it needs and need it most - patients and the public.
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